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UMass Amherst Points of Pride 

Founded in 1863, UMass Amherst is the largest public research university in New 
England, distinguished by the excellence and breadth of academic, research and 
community outreach programs.   
 
Academics and Student Success  

 More than 28,000 students are enrolled, including nearly 21,000 
undergraduates from 68 countries and 49 states 

 The freshman Class of 2018 includes 4,650 students (enrolled from 36,074 
applications) with combined SATs at 1218 and high school GPAs at 3.78 

 The Commonwealth Honors College incoming class has SATs at 1357 and GPAs 
at 4.21 

 The Fulbright Program has awarded 14 scholarships to UMass students this 
year 

Notable Rankings 

 U.S. News & World Report’s annual college guide ranked UMass Amherst 
among the nation’s top 30 public universities 

 Kiplinger’s Personal Finance magazine ranked UMass among the 100 Best 
Values in Public Colleges for the fifth consecutive year 

 The Bloomberg Businessweek rated the Isenberg School of Management at No. 
36, an impressive jump of nine places in the survey compared to the previous 
year 

 The Association for the Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education 
included UMass among the top 10 research universities nationwide for our 
commitment to leadership in sustainability 

Research & Community Outreach 

 UMass Amherst ranks third in funding from the National Science Foundation, 
behind only MIT and Harvard. Sponsored research awards totaled $190.7 million 
in fiscal 2013. 

 UMass Amherst leads a consortium of seven universities and hosts the 
Northeast Climate Science Center, funded with a $7.5 million federal grant 

 The EPA awarded UMass $4.1 million to create a national center for water 
research aimed at assisting small-sized drinking water systems 

 UMass contributed $1.9 billion in economic activity to the Massachusetts 
economy in 2013 and supports nearly 9,000 external jobs, equaling an eight-fold 
return on the state’s total $241 million investment into the campus 

 The Massachusetts Legislature passed the landmark 50/50 Equitable Funding 
Split, resulting in the cost of education being shared equally between the 
Commonwealth and in-state students and their families. The state’s increased 
investment allowed UMass Amherst to freeze tuition and fees for in-state 
students for the past two years. 
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Campus Improvements 

 Over the past decade, the Commonwealth’s flagship campus has been 
transformed through $1.4 billion in new construction and renovations, with 
another $1.4 billion in improvements in the works 

 The Integrative Learning Center opened to provide 1,800 state-of-the-art 
classroom seats and academic space for programs including communications, 
journalism and linguistics 

 Recent construction projects include: the Life Science Laboratories Building, the 
Honors College Residential Complex, Hampshire Dining Commons Revitalization, 
the McGuirk Alumni Stadium & Training Facility and the Basketball Champions 
Center 
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